Silverman’s Folly Contra Cabal 801-03

During the time that Stephen Mitchell spent as deputy to Mark Mullen he frequently received
complaints about noise pollution. He responded with empathic anecdotes about his own
apartment in a private residential building. He explained that he allowed the noise made by his
neighbors to reach a high-decibel level then complained to them. However, he has done nothing
to complain to recalcitrant Council House residents about the noise that they make although he

receives a salary to perform that duty.

Evidently, Mitchell will act in his own interest to reduce the noise in his own apartment but will
do nothing to abate the noise at Council House. Now that he has assumed the position of acting
administrator he has a greater responsibility to use the authority granted to him by resident
leases. He still does nothing. Instead, he apparently plays with his sci-fi toys in a futuristic make-

believe world.

Residents have rights granted by law. If the directors appoint their court jester as thespian
administrator then they cannot expect anything but a comedy of errors. Silverman et al have
decided to give an actor responsibilities that he cannot handle: a decision unfair to both Mitchell

and Council House residents.

Both Mullen and other directors have generally treated grey panthers as feeble-minded morons
unable to decide for themselves. They have consistently used this ploy to manipulate residents
in their own interests and to deny them their rights. Many residents have worked for many years
in the professions and have come from educated backgrounds. Their economic impoverishment
does not mean that they have lost their minds or their initiative. The board must use their talents
and not rely upon residents with both physical and mental disabilities obsequiously to do their
bidding. Evidently, the directors will only deal with people whom they can manipulate. They do

not dare to negotiate with people of equal or superior intellect to themselves.

The US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) regulates the building not the
National Endowment for the Arts. Therefore, the directors have a responsibility to follow HUD
directives and mandates by appointing a trained administrator or building management agency
to manage the building lawfully. The law does not permit them to appoint a thespian or theatrical

agency to turn the community into another theater of the absurd.

Following publication of the essay Life in a Seattle Squirrel Cage, the noise level at night decreased
measurably during the investigative patrols at the Council House. Significantly, some residents
who had repeatedly transgressed at low-decibel levels modified their behavior. The remaining
high-decibel people have continued their aberrant behavior. Another two patrols have confirmed

these findings.
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The extremists persist and continue to disturb other people. Nmesis requested Dr. Donald R.
Silverman, a Council House director and a board spokesman, to direct Mitchell to take remedial

action. However, neither Silverman nor his jester have acted.

The following people make up the high-decibel category. They have repeatedly created noise
during the quiet hours that impinged upon the rights of other residents. The investigator could
hear them from each end of the building and across several floors. Names of the remaining low-

decibel and new offenders will appear on this list if they do not abate the nuisance immediately.

Apartment # Resident Name Telephone #

310 Sharon Bethune*

602 Jackie E. Nations* 206 328 8513
605 Clarence Jones* 206 325 8602
710 Betty Byrum* 206 325 0931
915 Carol and Nestor Palladius* 206 328 6205
1208 Arthur H. Metz* 206 328 8513
1210 Anne Finely* 206 329 9301
1215 Birdie Fishl* 206 329 5846

*High-decibel noise ordinance violators.

The investigator found flagrant breaches of leases then validated them and wrote a report
containing that information. The document shows that thirty Council House residents violated
their leases also municipal and state laws by consistently making excessive noise during the quiet
hours. The documents showing that Mullen and Mitchell received repeated complaints over a six-
month period but did nothing to alleviate the nuisance append to the report. The documents show
a pattern and practice that will probably stand up in court, at a HUD investigation, or a civil
rights hearing. That report containing the names of both categories of transgressor will now
become a public record. It will also become the subject of a formal complaint to the appropriate

authorities.

The report initially lists by name and apartment number those residents who made excessive

noise during the investigative patrols that took place between 3:00 am and 6:00 am over an
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extended period. It includes a variety of noises predominantly radio or TV sounds. As a controlled
sample, it does not include those people who made excessive noise at other times and on other
days. The report highlights the names of residents who made noises heard from each end of the
building and across several floors. The statistics relate to source sounds and do not take into

account the amplification caused by flanking sound transmission.

The Council House theater of the absurd continues its present run of Proverbs of Hell. The
mullenium jester and his directors continue to do nothing. The noise continues and the pygmies
continue to pander to the oligarchy. All this reinforces the adage that a fool always has bigger
fools to admire him.' However, let us remain thankful for them for without fools the sensible

people could not succeed.?

Nmesis can only hope that Silverman MD treats his patients with more respect and consideration
than he does Council House residents for whom he holds an equal responsibility. His own
activities director said: ”. . . actually, I think that I met him [Silverman] once . . . I doubt that he
will do anything [about the problems].” Apparently, the financial rewards from his medical
practice give him more impetus. He will get very little money from the paragraph that he can
include in his resume which describes his civic service to senior citizens. Meanwhile, the fools

return to their folly like dogs return to their vomit.?

Nmesis.

1. Nicolas Bolleau-Despréaux, L’Art Poétique, cto 1 (1674).
2. Mark Twain, Following the Equator, ch. 28, Pudd'nhead Wilson’s New Calendar (1897)
3. Hebrew Bible. Proverbs 26:11.

Since publication of Life in a Seattle Squirrel Cage, Nmesis has received documents and
notes from a variety of sources. They reveal other violations of law by Council House
administrators and directors. He can verify and validate copies of genuine documents when
received anonymously but must disregard unsigned notes. If Council House residents and
others wish to use Disconnected to air complaints then they must sign their names to them.
If authors wish to remain anonymous then they should say so. Nmesis, a professional
journalist, will honor the request and will not disclose his sources. He knows about the
retaliation and ostracism that Mullen has consistently used to silence people who have filed
legitimate complaints. However, Nmesis prefers openness and publication of correspondents’
names.
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The term “copyright” protects rights to the intellectual property that Paul Trummel (Nmesis) has
created and associated with Contra Cabal. It includes text, photographs, cartoons, and
illustrations. It protects him against unauthorized use of his work and entitles him to benefit from
that work. The term “moral rights” refers to attribution (bylines, credits). British law protects the
author from derogatory treatment of, or alterations to, original material in any way that prejudices
the author or his reputation. This includes editing in any way that distorts the original meaning
or deliberately introduces mistakes.

No person or organization may use or reproduce in any form any part of Contra Cabal inconsistent
with the author’s copyright or moral rights. This prohibition applies to unauthorized uses or
reproductions, for public or private use. It applies to reproduction in any form or by any means,
electronic or mechanical. This includes photocopying, printing, recording, information storage and
retrieval, also all electronic applications. However, intending publishers may obtain a one-time
publication license signed by the author. Publication of the same or similar material in other titles
or electronic media, besides the medium covered by the original license, requires additional

licenses.

Reviewers may extract brief quotations and embody them in critical articles and reviews published
in printed periodicals or newspapers, without permission. However, both licensed publishers and
reviewers must attribute the author. They must also send him a printed copy of the published
article or review within thirty days of publication. No person or organization shall, by way of trade
or otherwise, circulate any part of Contra Cabal without appending a reference to the publisher’s
license. This condition also applies to subsequent sub-licensees.

The author employs the Authors’ Licensing and Collecting Society to collect reproduction fees from
publishers for material published, in whole or in part, in any medium. Additional fees fall due
from publishers for licensed rights beyond first use or for reprints in any printed or electronic
media.
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